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Benghazi panel probes Sidney Blumenthal’s work for David Brock

Getty

Republican members of a special congressional committee spent hours on Tuesday grilling Clinton confidant Sidney
Blumenthal about the inner workings of the Clinton’s philanthropic and political operations, going well beyond the
2012 Benghazi attacks that the committee is charged with investigating, according to sources familiar with the
hearing.

A particular focus during Tuesday’s closed-door deposition was a network of groups founded by Clinton enforcer
David Brock that — POLITICO has learned — paid Blumenthal more than $10,000 a month as they defended Hillary
Clinton against conservative attacks, first while she was secretary of state and then as she prepared for and ultimately
entered the presidential campaign.

While still secretary of state, Clinton emailed back and forth with Blumenthal about efforts by one of the groups, Media
Matters, to neutralize criticism of her handling of the deadly assault on the U.S. consulate in Benghazi, Libya, sources
tell POLITICO.

“Got all this done. Complete refutation on Libya smear,” Blumenthal wrote to Clinton in an Oct. 10, 2012, email into
which he had pasted links to four Media Matters posts criticizing Fox News and Republicans for politicizing the
Benghazi attacks and challenging claims of lax security around the U.S. diplomatic compound in Benghazi, according
to a source who has reviewed the email exchange. Blumenthal signed off the email to Clinton by suggesting that one
of her top aides, Philippe Reines, “can circulate these links,” according to the source.

Also on POLITICO

Blumenthal says he didn't write Libya intel he sent Clinton

The emails were not included in documents originally turned over by the State Department.
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The Select Committee on Benghazi obtained the emails through subpoena. And the committee’s Republican
members spent much of Tuesday’s nine-hour-session pressing Blumenthal about his role in producing the posts, and
his tangled web of business and personal relationships in the Clintons’ orbit and beyond, according to sources.

In addition to Blumenthal’s role at Media Matters, he was involved with the Brock-founded groups American Bridge
and Correct the Record, he worked on Hillary Clinton’s 2008 presidential campaign, and then afterward at the $2
billion Bill, Hillary and Chelsea Clinton Foundation (which paid Blumenthal about $10,000 a month even as he was on
Brock’s payroll). During this time, he also advised a pair of businesses seeking potentially lucrative contracts in Libya,
while sharing intelligence on the country with Clinton while she was secretary of state.

Republicans privy to the Benghazi committee’s strategy say it’s important to map out Blumenthal’s many affiliations in
order to understand the motivations for the counsel he provided to Clinton, and the degree to which she relied on it.
But Democrats argue that Tuesday’s questioning shows that Republicans are conducting a politicized fishing
expedition intended to damage Clinton’s presidential campaign and its supporters.

Brock, informed Wednesday by POLITICO of the committee’s line of questioning, called it ironic.

“The Republicans asked more about what our groups do to debunk their false claims about Benghazi than about the
attacks in Benghazi? That sounds like a bizarre waste of time,” Brock said. “All our work is made public. And I’d be
happy to give Chairman Gowdy a tour of our offices at his convenience,” Brock said, referring to Rep. Trey Gowdy (R-
S.C.), who chairs the Benghazi committee.

A Republican congressional source defended the questioning. “Your background is always relevant: where you
worked and who was paying you during that time period? So while he was sending information to Secretary Clinton …
you have to ask: Who was paying your salary?” said the source. “He was at one point working for Media Matters,
Correct the Record and American Bridge, and some of those entities have quite a bit to say about Benghazi.”

Under Republican questioning, Blumenthal suggested he was merely forwarding the Media Matters posts about
Benghazi to Clinton but had no role in writing, editing or placing them.

And when Republicans asked him why he seemed to take credit for such posts in his email, he said he may have
overstated his role, according to separate sources familiar with the questioning.

“So the next question is: What did you ‘get done’?” one source said, referring to Blumenthal’s own words from his
email. “And he stumbled over that.”

Also on POLITICO

Some of Clinton's Libya emails said to be withheld from Benghazi
Committee

Some of the Media Matters posts Blumenthal forwarded, which were published in the weeks after the attacks, criticize
Rep. Jason Chaffetz (R-Utah) for suggesting the Obama administration tried to cover up the events around the attack
and for blaming the State Department for failing to implement sufficient security at the U.S. diplomatic compound in
Benghazi.

One post in particular accused Chaffetz of “fundamental hypocrisy” after he admitted in a CNN interview that he had
previously voted to cut embassy security funding.

Chaffetz chairs an oversight committee that previously examined the attacks but ceded jurisdiction late last year to the
select committee, so he was not present for Tuesday’s hearing. But during the hearing, sources said Gowdy, who is
close friends with Chaffetz, suggested Media Matters’s scrutiny bothered the Utah Republican.

Another GOP select committee member asked whether Blumenthal wrote or edited a statement released Monday by
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Correct the Record that chided the committee for subpoenaing Blumenthal. The statement said Blumenthal “has not
one thing to do with what happened in Benghazi or the government’s reaction to it,” and it called the committee
“disgraceful” and “a political sideshow,” suggesting a more accurate name for it would be the “Select Committee to
Destroy Hillary Clinton.”

Brock said that Blumenthal had no role in Monday’s release scolding Gowdy’s committee, but otherwise declined to
comment on Blumenthal’s role.

Sources who have worked with Brock’s groups, however, say that Blumenthal offered high-level strategy and
messaging advice on numerous subjects and participated in weekly strategy calls with Brock and other top group
officials. The Benghazi debate almost certainly would have been discussed in those calls, said the sources, since it
became a major focus of Brock’s groups, which in 2013 helped Brock pen a book called “The Benghazi Hoax.”

Blumenthal’s ideas for Brock’s groups would often be passed along to staff members and were sometimes greeted by
eye rolls, said an operative who interacted with Brock and Blumenthal. But, the operative said, “Brock respects and
trusts him a lot. And he surely feels he owes him a lot, as well.”

Also on POLITICO

Clinton confidant Sidney Blumenthal set for private Benghazi grilling

A Clinton loyalist who first earned the family’s trust as an aggressive combatant in the political
battles that buffeted Bill Clinton’s presidency, Blumenthal helped recruit Brock to the cause in the late 1990s. After
spending much of the decade as a self-proclaimed right-wing hit man and Clinton antagonist, Brock publicly
renounced the right and reinvented himself as a liberal crusader against conservative attacks. Brock is now close to
the Clintons, and he and his groups are central players in a constellation of big-money outfits supporting Clinton’s
presidential campaign.

“It was Sid who basically made David’s current life possible, in many ways,” the operative said.

Blumenthal remains a paid consultant for Media Matters and American Bridge. Since about 2010, the groups have
combined to pay Blumenthal more than $10,000 a month, though the payments are impossible to track since they’re
made almost entirely through arms of the groups that do not disclose detailed information.

That income was supplemented by the Bill, Hillary and Chelsea Clinton Foundation, which began paying him about
$10,000 a month starting in 2009 — not long after he stopped working for Hillary Clinton’s presidential campaign.
That arrangement, which ended in March of this year, came at the behest of former president Bill Clinton, for whom
Blumenthal had worked in the White House. It appears to have taken shape after Hillary Clinton’s effort to hire
Blumenthal at the State Department was rebuffed by top aides to President Barack Obama.

The reason Blumenthal initially came into the select committee’s sights was the Libyan intelligence he emailed to
Clinton while she was secretary of state. On Tuesday, he testified that he received the intelligence from a business
contact and wasn’t being paid to pass it along to Clinton, according to sources.

But scrutinizing Blumenthal’s work for Brock’s groups and the foundation allows the Benghazi committee a lens into
the Clinton political and philanthropic operations, which could provide fodder for campaign trail attacks. Democrats
argue that’s the committee’s real motive.

After Tuesday’s hearing, Blumenthal chafed at the committee’s focus on his political work.

“It seems obvious that my appearance before this committee was for one reason and one reason only … politics,” he
said. The panel spent “hours asking me questions about things that had nothing to do with Benghazi,” he said, adding,
“I hope I have cleared up the series of misconceptions some members of the committee may have held. … My
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testimony has shed no light on the events of Benghazi — nor could it, because I have no firsthand knowledge.”

CORRECTION: A previous version of this story incorrectly attributed a Clinton email as a response to the Blumenthal
email.
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